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Outdoor Entertaining

Petroleum based products such as Tiki-
Torch fluid and charcoal lighter fluids 
are extremely toxic and are often used in 
outdoor entertaining spaces.  Store these 
products in a place where children do not 
have access. Never keep non-food items in 
food containers. Adults, as well as children 
have been poisoned drinking Tiki-Torch 
fluid mistaken for apple juice. 

Swimming pools rely on the safe use of 
chemicals to prevent the spread of germs in 
the water. Chemicals used to maintain the 
water’s pH and disinfectant levels can be 
toxic if exposed to in concentrated amounts.  
Be sure to store these chemicals up high and 
out of sight and reach of children.  

Summer time often means cookouts with 
families and friends.  Make sure that food is 
not left out in hot temperatures to prevent 
spoiling. Meat should be cooked to a safe 
minimum temperature to prevent food 
poisoning. 

Please post our toll free number,  
1-800-222-1222, near your phone or on 
your refrigerator where you can always find 
it. Your call will be answered 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, including holidays.  

You can also text “POISON” to 797979 and 
save the contact number in your cell phone.

Bites and Stings

What can bite and sting in Ohio?
 • Spiders   • Bees
 • Snakes   • Wild animals
 • Pets  • Caterpillars

What if you have been bitten or stung?
    Spider: Wash area with soap and 

water, apply a cool compress to area. 
If you suspect spider is poisonous, call 
the Poison Center immediately. 

    Bees: Remove stinger, wash area with 
soap and water, and apply a cool 
compress to area. If having an allergic 
reaction, call the Poison Center. If 
your throat starts to swell and you 
have difficulty breathing, call 911. 

    Snakes: Remove items such as rings, 
seek medical attention, and call the 
Poison Center. 

    Animal Bites: Wash area with soap 
and water, seek medical attention. 

Poisonous Plants

What plants are poisonous in Ohio? 
Azalea 
Buckeye Tree 
Castor Bean 
Diffenbachia
Foxglove 
Giant Hogweed 
Hemlock
Henbane 
Jimson Weed 

Moon Flower 
Mountain Laurel 
Mushrooms
Nightshade 
Oleander 
Poison Ivy 
Poison Sumac 
Rhododendron 
Wild Parsnip 

This list is not all inclusive. If you have a question 
about whether a plant is poisonous or if someone 
has possibly been poisoned by a plant, please call 
the Poison Control Center at 1-800-222-1222.

How do I protect myself?
 •  Wear long sleeves, pants, boots and gloves 

when walking in wooded areas. 

 •  Wash clothes and tools after being outdoors. 

 •  Do not burn poisonous plants or brush 
piles that could contain poisonous plants. 

What if I am exposed?
  •  Immediately rinse exposed skin 

with rubbing alcohol, degreased 
soap, or detergent and lots of water. 

  •  Scrub under nails with a brush. 

  •  Call the Poison Center for 
treatment options. 

  •  If reaction is severe, seek medical 
attention. 

Lawn Care Products

 •  Pesticides
 •  Fertilizers

Wear protective covering when applying. 
  Always store these products in their 

original containers in a place where 
children and pets are not allowed to go. 
Be sure to read labels before using and 
follow directions carefully. 

*  The following plants are considered TOXIC 
(poisonous, possibly dangerous). 


